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DECEMBER 4, 1997 
VOLUME 46 

P R O C E E D I N G S 

THE COURT: All right. Is the State ready for 

the jury? 

MR. 

THE 

DAVIS: Ready, Your Honor. 

COURT: Defense ready? 

MR. 

THE 

JOHNSON: We're ready, Your 

COURT: Jan. 

Honor. 

(Jury present) 

THE COURT: All right. You may be seated. 

Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. Again, I 

trust you had a good night's sleep. 

Mr. Davis, the State may call its next witness. 

MR. DAVIS: The State will call Eric Rosenstrom, 

Your Honor. 

This witness has not been sworn i 

THE COURT: All right. Sir, would you raise 

your right hand, please? 

THEREUPON, 

ERIC ROSENSTROM 

was called as a witness by the State, having been first duly 

sworn by the Court, was examined and testified as follows: 

THE COURT: All right. You may have a seat at 

the witness s tand k 

That chair doesn't move a whole lot --

THE WITNESS: That's fine, Your Honor. 

DONNA HILL-WYNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214-653-5923 



11 

DIRECT Of ERIC ROSENSTROM by MR. DAVIS 
DECEMBER 4, 1997 

VOLUME 46 
THE COURT: -- other than go sideways, so once 

you're comfortable, if you would adjust the microphone and 

please speak loudly, clearly, and slowly. 

Mr. Davis? 

MR. DAVIS: Thank you. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. DAVIS: 

Q. Sir, would you please tell us your full name? 

A. Eric Rosenstrom, R-o-s-e-n-s-t-r-o-m. 

Q. Sir, how are you presently employed? 

A. I head the Scientific Investigation Division, Crime 

Scene Unit, Wise County Sheriff's Department, in Decatur, 

Texas. 

Q. All right. And how long have you been with that 

department, sir? 

A. Since April '96. 

Q. And directing your attention back to March of 1997, 

were you also associated at that time with the Dallas County 

Medical Examiner's Office? 

A. Yes, sir. I was working PRN, or part-time status for 

the Medical Examiner's Office as an investigator, or a field 

agent. 

Q. All right. And did you eventually -- are you still 

working part time for them? 

A. That's correct. 

DONNA HILL-WYNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214-653-5923 



12 

DIRECT of ERIC ROSENSTROM by MR. 
DECEMBER 4, 1997 

VOLUME 46 

DAVIS 

Q. How long have you worked for the Dallas County 

Medical Examiner's Office? 

A. It will be five years in, I believe, December. 

Q. And what, exactly, is your position with the Medical 

Examiner 's Office here? 

A. I'm a field agent. 

Q. Do part of your duties include that if a body is 

discovered at a scene, a death scene, that a field agent will 

go out to assist the police and also to help collect the body 

and other evidence; is that correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Let me direct your attention back to a Saturday, 

March 22nd, 1997, and ask whether or not you received a call 

to go to 1205 Granada in DeSoto? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. And that's a location in Dallas County, Texas; is 

that correct? 

A. Yes, sir. In DeSoto? 

Q. Yes. 

A. (Nods head.) 

Q. And when you got there, did you, in fact, discover a 

body in that residence? 

A. There was a middle-aged female, white, in her 

bedroom. 

Q. Okay. 

DONNA HILL-WYNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214-653-5923 
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DIRECT of ERIC ROSENSTROM by MR. DAVIS 
DECEMBER 4, 1997 

VOLUME 46 
A. And I believe the residence had been secured, or 

unsecured, I'm sorry. 

Q. All right. You see several photographs there behind 

you on the witness stand. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Okay. Do they, in fact, show the -- the master 

bedroom there at 1205 Granada? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. And do they show the body that you found there at 

that residence, sir? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now during the course of -- of your stay there at 

1205 Granada, did you eventually recover certain items and 

take them to the Medical Examiner's Office? 

A. Correct. Bedding. All the bedding that is shown in 

the photographs, we collected those, and sent them with the 

body, per our transport unit. 

Q. They then stayed with the Medical Examiner's Office; 

is that right? 

A. Correct. 

MR. DAVIS: May I approach, Your Honor? 

THE COURT: You may. 

BY MR. DAVIS: 

Q. Mr. Rosenstrom, I'd like to show you two pillowcases 

that have been admitted into evidence as State's Exhibits 45-A 

DONNA HILL-WYNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214-653-5923 
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CROSS of ERIC ROSENSTROM by MR. BRAUCHLE 
DECEMBER 4, 1997 

VOLUME 46 
and 45-B. 

Prior to your testimony this morning, did you have an 

opportunity to again look at these items, sir? 

A. Yes, I did. 

Q. Can you identify them? 

A. I can. 

Q. Are these, in fact, the two pillowcases that we see 

in State's Exhibits 20-A and 20-C here from 1205 Granada? 

A. Yes, they are. 

Q. And did you, in fact, recover these two pillowcases 

and place them into the property room at the Medical 

Examiner's Office in Dallas? 

A. Actually, they came in with the body, and I believe 

the morgue clerk, whoever examined the body first for the 

medical examiner, would have done that. 

Q. Okay. But in any event, these are the two 

pillowcases that came with the body of the individual shown 

here in these photographs, State's Exhibits 20-E and 20-F; is 

that correct? 

A. Correct. 

MR. DAVIS: I'll pass the witness, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Mr. Johnson? 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY MR. BRAUCHLE: 

Q. Mr. Rosenstrom, how are you identifying those 

DONNA HILL-WYNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214-653-5923 
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CROSS Of ERIC ROSENSTROM by MR. BRAUCHLE 
DECEMBER 4, 1997 

VOLUME 46 
pillowcases? 

A. Simply from recall. I also have some case slides of 

my scene photography that I took at the scene. 

Q. So you didn't put any identifying marks of your own 

on them? 

A. No. That would be against our protocol. 

Q. Okay. You say that they were probably booked in by a 

morgue clerk at SWIFS? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And looking at those two exhibits in front of you, do 

you know which pillowcase was where in regard to the bed? 

A. I believe 45-A would have been this pillow here, 

which was, when I made the -- my arrival onto the scene, that 

pillow, I believe, was on top of the body, up toward the head. 

Q. Well, do you know of your own personal knowledge? 

A. I -- I can't be sure, no. I'm simply going on 

recall. 

Q. Do you have any notes or any of your slides that 

would tell you which one was which? 

A. Unless I made a -- a note in my narrative, I do not, 

no. 

Q. Do you have your narrative with you? 

A. No, I do not. 

Q. Do you know where it might be recovered? 

A. I would assume that I have a copy at the Medical 

DONNA HILL-WYNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214-653-5923 
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VOLUME 46 
Q. Okay. How many layers of blankets and bedding were 

between the pillowcases and the body? 

A. Perhaps three or four. 

Q. Once again, you don't know? 

A. No, that was not a consideration of mine at the 

scene. 

I had established that we had evidence with the body. 

We secured the bedding, including the bedding that was 

underneath the body, and that was transported in whole, with 

the body, to our Medical Examiner's Office. 

Q. Okay. Does securing the bedding translate to just 

gathering it up and putting it in the bags? 

A. No. The -- the clothing stays with the body in a 

secured body wrap, which is basically a clean linen sheet 

provided by our transport crew. 

Q. Okay. So you -- you took everything and put it in a 

sheet and sent it to SWIFS? 

A. With the body. It stayed with the body. 

Q. So how -- did you go with the body while it was 

transported? 

A. No, that's done by independent contracted transport 

service through the county. 

Q. So what may or may not have occurred after all of 

that evidence left Granada and got to SWIFS, you don't have 

any idea about, right? 

DONNA HILL-WYNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214-653-5923 
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REDIRECT Of ERIC ROSENSTROM by MR. DAVIS 
DECEMBER 4, 1997 

VOLUME 46 
A. I don't have any idea what they might have done with 

the body, but I know what I did with the linen that the 

clothing were -- that those items were contained in. 

That transport sheet is closed by myself. There's a 

piece of tape applied to it, and then I initial that. 

Q. Okay. 

A. That's as secure as we can make it. 

This scene did not dictate a body bag. The post 

mortem bleeding had -- had already subsided. So there was no 

leakage. In fact, we had dry blood down already. 

MR. BRAUCHLE: We'll pass the witness. 

MR. DAVIS: May I approach again? 

THE COURT: You may. 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. DAVIS: 

Q. Mr. Rosenstrom, looking at the photographs there, 

specifically, State's Exhibit 20-C, do we see certain stains 

on the two pillowcases there at 1205 Granada? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Okay. If we look -- if we look at State's 

Exhibit 45-B, do you see stains that are similar to either of 

the stains shown here in these two photographs, sir? 

A. I believe 45-B is actually this pillow here. 

Q. Okay, And you're pointing to the pillow on the left 

side of the photograph; is that correct? 

DONNA HILL-WYNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214-653-5923 
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VOLUME 46 
Correct. 

DAVIS 

Q. From the stains that are contained on the pi llowcase 

itself; is that right? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Okay. If we look then at State's Exhibit 45 -A, do 

you see stains that are s imilar to the stains on the remaining 

pillowcase there, the one on the right? 

A. Correct. There are some configurations that are 

similar, yes. 

Q. Okay. Thank you , sir. I have no further questions, 

Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Mr. Brauchle? 

MR. BRAUCHLE: No questions. 

THE COURT: Sir, you may step down. 

Any reason why this witness may not be excused? 

MR. DAVIS: No, Your Honor. 

MR. JOHNSON : No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Sir, you're free to go. 

MR. DAVIS: The State will call Christi 

LeStarge * 

This witness has not been sworn, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Would you raise your right hand, 

please? 

THE WITNESS : Yes. 

THEREUPON, 

DONNA HILL-WYNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214-653-5923 
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DIRECT of CHRISTY LeSTARGE by MR. DAVIS 
DECEMBER 4, 1997 

VOLUME 46 
CHRISTY LeSTARGE 

was called as a witness by the State, having been first duly 

sworn by the Court, was examined and testified as follows: 

THE COURT: All right. If you'd have a seat at 

the witness stand, please. 

Ma'am, I'd ask that you adjust the microphone to 

you and please speak loudly, clearly, and slowly into that. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. DAVIS: 

Q. Would you please tell us your full name? 

A. Yes. Christi LeStarge. 

Q. And how are you employed? 

A. I'm employed by the Institute of Forensic Sciences in 

Dallas. 

Q. Okay. And what are your duties there? 

A. I am a forensic serologist. 

Q. And "forensic serologist" means what? 

A. Whenever evidence is submitted to the physical 

evidence lab of the crime laboratory, the blood evidence is 

submitted to the serology lab and we are able to characterize 

various stains, not only blood. Also, other body fluids such 

as semen and saliva, and we can characterize these fluids in 

order to reduce the number of possible sources. 

Q. How long have you been employed at the Southwestern 

Institute of Forensic Sciences? 

DONNA HILL-WYNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214-653-5923 
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DIRECT of CHRISTY LeSTARGE by MR. DAVIS 
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VOLUME 46 
Since October of 1996. 

Q. And just very briefly, if you would, describe the 

educational and professional training that you received for 

your present employment. 

A. Okay. I have a bachelor of science degree in medical 

technology from the University of North Texas. I am board 

certified by the American Society of Clinical Pathologists. 

I have had training through the Southwest Association 

of Forensic Scientists, and I've also had training through the 

Department of Public Safety in Texas, and I'm also currently 

enrolled in graduate-level course work at the UT Health 

Science Center in Dallas. 

MR. JOHNSON: Your Honor, may we approach? 

THE COURT: You may. 

(Off-the-record bench conference was had.) 

BY MR. DAVIS: 

Q. Miss LeStarge, would your duties include actually 

drawing blood from individuals on some occasions? 

A. Yes. 

Q. I want to direct your attention back to March the 

26th of 1997, and on that date did you have an occasion to 

meet with a person identified to you as Gregory Wright? 

A. Yes, I did. 

Q. All right. Do you see that individual in the 

courtroom this morning? 
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DIRECT of CHRISTY LeSTARGE by MR. DAVIS 
DECEMBER 4, 1997 

VOLUME 46 
A. Yes, I do. 

Q. Could you please point him out for the members of the 

jury? 

A. Yes. Right over there. 

Q. Okay. Is he seated at the far end of the counsel 

table? 

A. Yes. 

MR. DAVIS: Your Honor, may the record please 

reflect this witness has identified the defendant in open 

court? 

THE COURT: It shall. 

BY MR. DAVIS: 

Q. Did you meet Mr. Wright at the Southwestern Institute 

of Forensic Sciences? 

A. Yes. 

MR. BRAUCHLE: Your Honor, could we renew our 

previous objection in regard to this? 

THE COURT: You may. I will overrule it, and I 

will allow you to have a running objection. 

BY MR. DAVIS: 

Q. At the time that Mr. Wright came, was he accompanied 

by DeSoto police officers? 

A. Yes, he was. 

Q. All right. And on that date, Miss LeStarge, did you 

obtain a blood sample from Gregory Edward Wright? 
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A. Yes, I did. 

Q. Okay. Did you obtain any other items from his person 

on that date? 

A. Yes. There were right-hand fingernail scrapings, and 

also left-hand fingernail scrapings. In addition, head hairs 

were collected at that time as well. 

Q. Okay. Now, did you personally do any testing on the 

samples that you took from Gregory Wright, or did other 

individuals later then do that testing? 

A. Yes, other individuals later did the testing. 

Q. Okay. Did that end your involvement with this case? 

A. Yes, it did. 

MR. DAVIS: I'll pass the witness, Your Honor. 

MR. BRAUCHLE: No questions. 

THE COURT: All right. Ma'am, you may step 

down. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

THE COURT: Any reason why this witness may not 

be excused? 

MR. BRAUCHLE: No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Ma'am, you're also free to go. 

MR. DAVIS: Your Honor, at this time the State 

will call Katherine Long. 

I don't believe this witness has been sworn 

either, Your Honor. 
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THE COURT: Would you raise your right hand, 

please? 

THEREUPON, 

KATHERINE LONG 

was called as a witness by the State, having been first duly 

sworn by the Court, was examined and testified as follows: 

THE COURT: All right. You may have a seat at 

the witness stand. 

If you would draw the microphone to you once 

you're comfortable, then please speak loudly, clearly, and 

slowly. 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: Mr. Davis? 

MR. DAVIS: Thank you. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. DAVIS: 

Q. Ma'am, would you please tell us your full name? 

A. My name is Katherine Elizabeth Long. 

Q. And how are you employed? 

A. I'm a forensic serologist here at the Southwestern 

Institute of Forensic Sciences here in Dallas. 

Q. And how long have you been employed by the 

Southwestern Institute of Forensic Sciences? 

A. Over three years. 

Q. Do we commonly refer to that as SWIFS? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. What is your present position at SWIFS? 

A. I'm a forensic serologist. 

Q. All right. And would your duties be similar to the 

duties of Christi LeStarge who just previously testified? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Could you tell the members of the jury your 

educational and professional training and background for your 

present employment, please? 

A. I have a bachelor of science degree in medical 

technology from the University of Texas at El Paso. I've 

spent ten years working in clinical laboratories in hospitals. 

I'm a member of the American Society of Clinical 

Pathologists. 

I'm also a member of the Southwestern Association of 

Forensic Scientists. 

I receive continuing education through the 

Southwestern Association of Forensic Scientists, and also 

through the FBI academy. 

Q. Now, were you asked to -- to look at certain items 

with a Case Number of 97-P-0606? 

A. Yes, sir, I was. 

Q. Anytime that a case comes in to SWIFS, is a 

number assigned to that by your office? 

A. Yes, sir, that's correct. 
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Q. And in this case, with that number, was there a -- a 

name associated with that of Donna Vick? 

A. Yes, sir, there was. 

Q. And, so, I want to refer to the items that you may 

have received on that case, okay? 

A. Okay. 

Q. First of all, did you receive certain items from a 

Dr. Karen Ross that she asked you to analyze? 

MR. BRAUCHLE: Your Honor, could we have a 

continuing objection? 

THE COURT: I'll overrule your objection. I 

will grant your request for a running objection. 

A. Yes, sir, we did. 

BY MR. DAVIS: 

Q. All right. Specifically, did Dr. Ross submit a 

vaginal swab for your examination in this case? 

A. Yes, sir, she did. 

Q. All right. And if you could, just please tell the 

members of the jury what you did with that vaginal swab and 

what the results were. 

A. What we did with the swabs that were submitted, we 

did a presumptive test for acid phosphatase on those swabs. 

Acid phosphatase is a major constituit of seminal fluid. It 

just gives us an idea that there may be seminal fluid there. 

The tests for acid phosphatase on the vaginal swabs 
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was negative. 

Q. Would it be fair to say, then, that your findings 

were consistent with there being no sign that Donna Vick had 

been sexually assaulted? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. Now in addition to the vaginal swabs, then, were 

certain -- certain pieces of physical evidence submitted to 

you for you to look for possible evidence of blood? 

A. Yes, sir, there was. 

Q. All right. Would it be fair to say that several 

items came to you from the DeSoto Police Department? 

A. Yes, sir, several items. 

Q. Okay. Would they include pieces of clothing? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Knives? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Sink traps? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Drapes? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And pillowcases? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now prior to your — your testifying, did we arrange 

the clothing here on the jury rail this morning? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. All right. And I'd like to, if I can, go through 

some of those items with you so that we can determine whether 

or not you took samples from those, okay? 

A. (Nods head.) 

MR. DAVIS: May the witness please step down, 

Your Honor? 

THE COURT: She may. 

(The witness came down off the witness stand.) 

BY MR. DAVIS: 

Q. First of all, Miss Long, if we can look at what has 

been marked as State's Exhibit 71, a pair of blue warmup 

pants, did your lab assign a certain number to that item? 

A. We have the forensic lab number and also the item 

number assigned. 

Q. Okay. Does that bear the number of 970606? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And does it also then bear an item number 51? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And is that an item number that you place on the item 

yourself? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. First of all, did you detect evidence of blood on 

State's Exhibit 71? 

A. Yes, sir, I did. 

Q. All right. And as a result, did you take certain 
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samples from the clothing, from the cloth itself? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Okay. The -- if you could, just point out to the 

members of the jury where you took these samples. 

A. I took a sample here and here, both on the left leg 

of the pant. 

Q. All right. And there are two holes there right now. 

Did you label those T-l and T-2? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What does T-l and T-2 stand for? 

A. The T stands for test area, and the number is just 

assigned to give us an idea that this is one test area and 

this is the second test area. 

Q. And, again, you had it positive for blood in both 

those locations; is that correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And just so we understand, when you -- when you take 

these samples, detect blood, do you, yourself, do any further 

testing, or do you then send the sample itself to someone else 

at SWIFS for additional testing? 

A. What I did with the T-l, it was a larger and — 

well, it was a heavier stain. I went ahead and tested that 

for conclusion -- conclusive tests for human blood. That was 

positive for human blood. 

I then froze the samples in the event that DNA 
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testing was required later. 

Q. Are you familiar with a person by the name of Carolyn 

VanWinkle? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And who is Carolyn VanWinkle? 

A. She's one of the DNA analysts at SWIFS. 

Q. And in this case, did you submit several of these 

items that we're going to be talking about to Carolyn 

VanWinkle for DNA analysis? 

A. Actually, they were put into a locked freezer, at 

which point when Miss VanWinkle required the samples, she went 

and retrieved them herself. 

Q. Okay. Next, if you can look at what has been marked 

as State's Exhibit 32, and I believe that will be your item 

number 32, also; is that right? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. All right. On State's Exhibit 32, again, did you 

find evidence of -- of blood on State's Exhibit 32? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. All right. And as a result, did you take samples 

from these items? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And are those shown as T-l? 

A. Yes, sir. There's a T-l here on the left leg, and 

also a T-2 on the back of the left leg. 

DONNA HILL-WYNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214-653-5923 



31 

DIRECT of KATHERINE LONG by MR. DAVIS 
DECEMBER 4, 1997 

VOLUME 46 
Q. Again, did you preserve these samples, place them in 

the freezer for later analysis? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. State's Exhibit Number 33, this would be a pair of 

Umen jeans. Did you take certain samples that you -- that you 

have labeled as T-1, T-2, T-3, and T-4 initially off of these 

items? 

A. Yes, sir, I did. 

Q. If you could, just point out where these samples 

would have been taken. 

A. T-1 was taken from the top of the right leg. T-2 was 

taken from the middle of the left leg. T-3 was taken from the 

middle of the left leg, and T-4 was taken from the bottom of 

the left leg. 

Q. Now at a later date, did I request that you take 

additional samples from these blue jeans? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. All right. How many additional samples did you take? 

A. I took three additional samples. 

Q. Would you please — did you label those then as T-5, 

T-6, and T-7? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would you please point out for the members of the 

jury where these samples were taken? 

A. The T-6 and the T-7 are from the crotch area and 
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towards the back of the right leg, and the T-5 is from the 

thigh area of the right leg in the front. 

Q. Again, all — all six of these -- all seven of these 

samples, then, would have been again frozen for later 

analysis; is that correct? 

A. Yes, sir; that's correct. 

Q. Now State's Exhibit 34, your number 34, did you 

detect any blood on those items? 

A. What I did was test the entire jeans. There was what 

we considered trace -- traces of blood by presumptive tests 

detected all over the jeans. Traces of blood is something 

that we can't see visually. It could be that the jeans were 

at one time washed with something that was bloody. There's no 

visible stains and there's nothing further we can do for any 

further testing. 

Q. There's no -- no samples were taken from State's 

Exhibit 34; is that right? 

A. Yes, sir; that's correct. 

Q. Now looking at State's Exhibit 35, your item 

number 35, did you take several stains from this, ma'am? 

A. Yes, sir. I took four samples. 

Q. And are those on the right-front leg of -- of item 

number 35? 

A. Yes, sir, they are. 

Q. Did we at some point do another individual labeled — 
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another sample from the rear? 

A. Yes, sir. That was negative for the presence of 

blood. 

Q. Okay. So what's been labeled as T-B on the back 

portion, that's not blood; is that right? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. Looking at item number 36, State's Exhibit Number 36, 

again, did you detect any presence of blood on State's 

Exhibit Number 36? 

A. Again, this was positive for traces of blood through 

presumptive tests. There's no visible stains that are 

positive for blood. There's no further testing that we could 

do. 

Q. The stains that are present on State's 

Exhibit Number 36, did you reach any sort of opinion as to 

what those stains were? 

A. They're kind of metallic colored. 

Q. Would you just step back so that they can see it? 

I'm sorry. 

A. Somewhat kind of gold, bronze, metallic colored. It 

might be paint stains; it might not be. 

Q. Okay. Did you find the same type of stains on some 

of the other blue jeans that you looked at for blood? 

A. Yes, sir, I did. 

Q. In particular, State's Exhibit Number 33? 
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2 Q. Did you find the same sort of gold metallic stains on 

3 State's Exhibit 33? 

4 A. Yes, sir, I did. 

5 Q. And, also, I suppose, that would be also true on 

6 State's Exhibit Number 32. 

7 A. Yes, sir. 

8 Q. Now if I may, let me direct your attention to a 

9 butcher block that has been admitted as State's 

10 Exhibit Number 39. I believe that will be your item 39; is 

11 that correct? 

12 A. Yes, sir, it is. 

10:06A 13 Q. All right. Let's talk about the block first. Did 

14 you detect any presence of -- of blood on the butcher block 

15 itself? 

16 A. No, sir, I did not. 

17 Q. Were there knives actually still in the butcher block 

18 at the time that it arrived? 

19 A. Yes, sir. 

20 Q. How many knives were present? 

21 A. There was four knives present. 

22 Q. Okay. Let me ask you, please, if you'll -- if you'll 

23 look at the block now and tell me whether or not it's still --

24 it's in the same condition now as when you first received it? 

25 A. Yes, sir, it appears to be. 
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Q- Okay. On the knives that were actually in the 

butcher block, did you detect the presence of blood on any of 

those items? 

A. Just on the knife which I had labeled knife number 4, 

there was again the traces of blood on a — the handle of the 

knife. 

Q. Okay. And when you talk about knife number 4, what 

position would it actually be in here in the block? 

A. It was in this position right here. 

Q. Okay. Where right now State's Exhibit 39-D is 

present, but do you know for a fact that 39-D was the one that 

had traces of blood, or could it possibly have been another 

knife? 

A. No, it was this knife. 

Q. 39-D? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Okay. So traces of blood on the handle there. 

I want to ask you now about State's Exhibit 

Number 40. Do you recognize that? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is that your item 40? 

A. Yes, sir, it is. 

Q. Okay. Tell the members of the jury whether or not 

you detected blood on this item. 

A. What I did was I went ahead and removed part of the 
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handle, and there was a stain right here, which was positive 

for human blood. 

Q. Okay. And you've indicated a portion of the blade up 

close to the handle; is that right? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Positive for human blood? 

A. Yes, sir, that's correct. 

Q. If we may now look at an item number 37-B. Did you 

examine that for the presence of blood? 

A. Yes, sir, I did. 

Q. What were the results? 

A. There was traces of blood all over the knife, but 

again, there was no visible stains. 

Q. Okay. Any sample that could be taken from 37-B? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Have a seat. 

(The witness returned to the witness stand.) 

Q. Now I'd like for you to look at State's Exhibits 45-A 

and 45-B. Do you recognize those two items? 

A. Yes, sir, I do. 

Q. Okay. Were these submitted to you for sampling? 

A. Yes, sir, they were. 

Q. In fact, did you place your initials, as well as your 

case number and your item number, on these two items? 

A. Yes, sir, I did. 

DONNA HILL-WYNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214-653-5923 



37 

1 

2 

3 

10:10A 4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

±0:11A 24 

25 

DIRECT of KATHERINE LONG by MR. DAVIS 
DECEMBER 4, 1997 

VOLUME 46 
Q. Is State's Exhibit 45-A, would that be your item 

number 12-A? 

A. This is 12-A. Okay. Yes, sir. 

Q. Okay. And State's Exhibit 45-B, would that be your 

item 12-B? 

t\. icS / S1JT, X U 15 • 

Q. And, again, does it contain the Case Number 97-0606? 

A. Yes, sir, it does. 

Q. Now did you take samples, actually take samples from 

each of these two pillowcases? 

A. Yes, sir, I did. 

Q. First looking at State's Exhibit 12-A, --

A. That's 45-A. 

Q. I'm sorry. State's Exhibit 45-A and your item 12-A, 

do we see a hole in that item at this time? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Okay. Is that where you actually took your sample? 

A. Yes, sir, it is. 

Q. Okay. And could you describe what was contained in 

this area of the pillowcase that led you to take that sample? 

A. It was a transfer-type pattern and appeared that 

there may be some ridge detail, which would be consistent with 

some type of hand print or fingerprint. 

Q. Looking at State's Exhibit 45-B, do we see a smaller 

hole on this item? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you take a sample, and is that why we have a hole 

in this pillowcase? 

A. Yes, sir, that's correct. 

Q. Could you describe for the members of the jury what 

you saw on State's Exhibit 45-B that led you to take this 

particular sample? 

A. Again, there was ridge detail present and it might be 

consistent with a transfer-type pattern consistent with either 

a finger or a palm hand print. 

Q. Now prior to taking these two samples, were 

photographs taken of these areas of the pillowcases? 

A. Yes, sir. It was my understanding that the Dallas 

Sheriff's Office had taken photographs. 

Q. Miss Long, let me show you two photographs, first, 

State's Exhibit 86. Does this photograph truly and accurately 

depict the stain that you noted on State's Exhibit 45-A, your 

item 12-A prior to the time that you made the cut on this 

item? 

A. Yes, sir, it appears to be. 

Q. Okay. And State's Exhibit 87, does this truly and 

accurately depict the area on State's Exhibit 45-B where you 

took the sample and actually made the cutting on this item? 

A. Yes, sir, it does. 

MR. DAVIS: Your Honor, at this time we will 
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offer State's Exhibits 86 and 87. 

dire? 

MR. BRAUCHLE: May we take this witness on voir 

THE COURT: You may. 

VOIR DIRE EXAMINATION 

BY MR. BRAUCHLE: 

Q. Miss Long, you didn't take these photographs? 

A. No, sir, I did not. 

Q. Were you present when they were taken? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. So you don't really have any knowledge of what these 

photographs depict, do you? Any knowledge that you have is 

hearsay to you? 

A. The photographs appear to be representations of the 

stains that I collected from the pillowcases. 

Q. But you don't have any personal knowledge that they 

are, do you? 

A. That they are the --

Q. Photographs of the stains that you're testifying 

about. 

A. I have no personal knowledge of who took those 

photographs or where those photographs came from. 

MR. BRAUCHLE: We would object to them as being 

hearsay at this point. 

THE COURT: Would y'all approach the bench for a 
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minute? 

(Off-the-record bench conference was ] had.) 

THE COURT: I'll sustain your objection at this 

time. 

MR. BRAUCHLE: We'd ask that the jury be 

instructed to disregard that line of questioning. 

THE COURT: I'll deny that. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION - CONTINUING 

BY MR. DAVIS: 

Q. With regards to these two photographs, do • they appear 

to be the stains that you cut from those pillowcases? 

MR. BRAUCHLE: Your Honor, once again we would 

object to goii ig back to the area that the Court has sustained 

our ob: lection to. 

THE COURT: Overruled. 

BY MR. DAVIS: 

Q. You < Dan answer the question. 

A * Yes, sir, they appear to be. 

Q. Okay You didn't actually take the photographs; is 

that right? 

A. That 's correct. 

Q. Now, with regards to all the samples that were taken 

here that we just talked about again, they were all placed 

into the freezer there at SWIFS; is that right? 

A. Yes, sir. 
^_^^______^_^^_ 
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Q. Did they -- do they retain your item number? 

A. Yes, sir, they do. 

Q. And do they also then retain the Case Number of 

97-0606? 

A. Yes, sir, they do. 

MR. DAVIS: I'll pass the witness, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Mr. Brauchle? 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY MR. BRAUCHLE: 

Q. Miss Long, did -- in regard to these presumptive 

tests for blood, things can show presumptive for blood for any 

number of reasons. I think you testified as to some of them, 

such as things being washed with bloody items in the past; is 

that correct? 

A. When there's traces of blood; yes, sir, that's 

correct. 

Q. Okay. They could be stored or come in contact with 

things that have blood on them; is that correct? 

A. Yes, sir, that's correct. 

Q. And so as to how blood may actually have come to be 

on these items, you don't have any personal knowledge in 

regard to any of them, do you? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. Also, you're not saying that the blood is -- the 

blood that flowed onto them, was wiped onto them, was blotted, 
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or anything like that either, are you? 

A. I have not offered any personal opinion as to that. 

However, if you'd like me to go into that, I could. 

Q. Well, I'm just saying that at the present time, you 

haven't been asked that, have you? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. Now, then, out of the items that you've testified to 

that are over here, you found blood on the sweatpants; is that 

right? 

A. Yes, sir, that's correct. 

Q. The Umen jeans? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And then you found it on the pillowcases and two 

knives; is that correct? 

A. On the one knife, there was just traces of blood. On 

the other knife, there was human blood. 

Q. Okay. So traces of blood, especially in regards to 

knives and stuff, it could be any kind of animal blood, right? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. And it's not uncommon to find that in regard to 

animal blood on kitchen knives, right? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. Also, it's not unusual to find human blood of the 

owner on knives in that person's home; is that correct? 

A. I have not had any cases that I have worked myself 
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where I found that, but I would assume it would be possible. 

Q. Well, if somebody using a knife in their home had cut 

themselves, their blood would appear on that knife, wouldn't 

it? 

A. If they hadn't washed it; yes, sir. 

Q. Well, does washing remove all traces of blood? 

A. If it was -- if there was only traces of blood 

present, there wouldn't be any further testing that we could 

perform at this particular period in time to prove that it 

belonged to the owner of the knife. 

Q. Well, the question was, washing doesn't always remove 

blood from an item, does it? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. Now, then, you also don't know when any of this blood 

was placed on any of the items you testified to, do you? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. So it's -- as far as how recent or remote, you're not 

making any testimony, or you don't have any testimony in that 

regard, do you? 

A. That's correct. 

MR. BRAUCHLE: May I approach, Your Honor? 

THE COURT: You may. 

BY MR. BRAUCHLE: 

Q. In regard to 43, did you make any tests on that? 

A. No, sir, I did not. 
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