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MOTIONS 
DECEMBER 2, 1997 

VOLUME 45 
P R O C E E D I N G S 

(Juror not present.) 

(State's Exhibit No. X-14 

was marked for identification purposes.) 

THE COURT: Let the record reflect we're outside 

the presence of the jury. 

Mr. Davis? 

MR. DAVIS: Yes. Your Honor, yesterday 

afternoon, as we took our afternoon break, Mr. Johnson had 

inquired about some records from Timberlawn concerning the 

care given to Donna Duncan Vick and this morning I have handed 

to his co-counsel, Mr. Brauchle, State's Exhibit X-14, which 

includes all of the records concerning Miss Vick's admissions 

to Timberlawn both in 1996 and 1997, so at this time, for 

record purposes only, I'd like to offer State's Exhibit X-14. 

MR. JOHNSON: For record purposes, we have no 

objection, Your Honor, and we'll acknowledge that those 

records have been tendered to us this morning. 

THE COURT: All right. All right. X-14 will be 

admitted for purposes of the record only. 

MR. DAVIS: Also, Your Honor, I do want to make 

the defense aware that I received a telephone call this 

morning at 8:00 a.m. from Judy Floyd from Gene Screen. 

Miss Floyd informed me that she has retested three stains 

taken from the Umen blue jeans. These will be item State's 

DONNA HILL-WYNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214-653-5923 
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MOTIONS 
DECEMBER 2, 1997 

VOLUME 45 
Exhibit 33. 

These are items that were previously tested by 

Carolyn VanWinkle. Miss Floyd has informed me that her 

findings are that the blood found in those three stains are 

consistent with the blood of Donna Duncan Vick. The odds on 

that, she estimates, are 1 in 31 million. She has not 

prepared a final report. She said she would call me later 

this afternoon; hopefully be able to fax a final report to me, 

but wanted to make me aware that she had completed her testing 

and that those would be her findings. 

And as I stated yesterday, she has no further 

testing that she's scheduled to do. 

MR. JOHNSON: Okay. Mr. Davis, can I inquire of 

you if the -- if, in fact, those -- those odds, as you call 

them, are substantially higher than the results given to you 

by SWIFS on their testing on the same jeans? 

MR. DAVIS: Yes, they are. 

MR. JOHNSON: And, therefore, would be 

substantially more incriminating evidence in this case. 

MR. DAVIS: I would think so. 

MR. JOHNSON: Okay. Your Honor, at this time we 

will renew our motion for a continuance in this case. Clearly 

the State has continued to do DNA testing at this late stage 

of the trial process. They have just given us notice of -- of 

the -- orally of the results of these tests. We certainly 

DONNA HILL-WYNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214-653-5923 
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MOTIONS 
DECEMBER 2, 1997 

VOLUME 45 
have not seen the reports yet, and again, we would ask the 

Court to allow the defendant to have time to have his expert 

review not only the SWIFS testing, but now Gene Screen, which 

is another entity's testing, which has only been reported 

after the trial has started. 

Obviously, the defendant has -- could not have 

ever had any opportunity to have an investigation of those 

results at this point, and in -- in all fairness, I believe 

the -- the defendant is entitled to have the opportunity to 

have those tests. If he is not allowed to have those tests, 

to have sufficient time to have an expert to test those 

results, to be able to testify in the State's presentation of 

those results, and be available for cross-examination of the 

State's witnesses to assist the defense counsel in that 

cross-examination; that the defense attorneys will be 

ineffective. 

We also will probably need to have those 

witnesses possibly available to testify in -- in our phase of 

the guilt/innocence trial, and certainly at this point, there 

is no conceivable way that there's anything that the defense 

could have done to be prepared at this time to answer this new 

evidence, and based on that, we again ask for our continuance. 

THE COURT: All right. So the Court's clear, 

I'm assuming that the records, or this -- this -- the records 

that you've just given to the defense, that information, is a 

DONNA HILL-WYNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214-653-5923 
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MOTIONS 
DECEMBER 2, 1997 

VOLUME 45 
retest of the information that we talked about in court 

yesterday that was completed on November 3rd, and then made 

available to the defense through the State by November 11th; 

is that correct? 

MR. DAVIS: Yes, sir, that's.correct. If -- if 

we referred to Miss VanWinkle's report of -- of November the 

3rd, we're dealing again with items number 33, the Umen jeans, 

and we're dealing with that portion of her result where she 

concludes that her sample 33 T-6, Donna Duncan Vick, is a 

potential contributor, and the odds of that, according to her 

testing, is 1 in 1700 Caucasians. So we're talking about the 

very same samples that were previously tested by Carolyn 

VanWinkle. 

THE COURT: So that in the previous report, 

the — the evidence would be incriminating against the 

defendant; is that correct? 

MR. DAVIS: Certainly. Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: All right. And the subsequent 

report did the same thing, it just is different odds. 

MR. DAVIS: It's a different test, actually, but 

the results are consistent with what Miss VanWinkle found in 

her testing. 

THE COURT: All right. And each test came out 

as incriminating against the defendant. 

MR. DAVIS: That's correct. 

DONNA HILL-WYNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214-653-5923 
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MOTIONS 
DECEMBER 2, 1997 

VOLUME 45 
THE COURT: All right. 

MR. JOHNSON: Your Honor, I also want to point 

out one more thing, and that is, yesterday when -- when the 

motion for continuance was presented to you, it was my 

understanding that the State, through its prosecutor, 

Mr. Davis, indicated to the Court that they had -- that they 

had decided not to continue the DNA testing through this 

second facility, and that's what was represented to this 

Court, and the Court making its decision on whether or not to 

grant our motion for continuance at that time. And now this 

morning, this morning, one day later, the State comes in and 

tells this Court that that, in fact, was not exactly correct. 

MR. DAVIS: No, that -- that is absolutely not 

true. That's a misrepresentation of what I stated to the 

Court yesterday. 

THE COURT: It was my understanding yesterday we 

were talking about a fingerprint, correct? 

MR. DAVIS: Exactly. And I did state to the 

Court, and I still will state to the Court that I have no 

intentions of having Judy Floyd, or any other person, test 

that, and I'm doing that at the request of Mr. Johnson who 

stated to me that to do that would -- to prevent his expert 

from examining that fingerprint, and I want to do nothing that 

prevents his expert from looking at that fingerprint, and, so, 

I'll stand by that. 

DONNA HILL-WYNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214-653-5923 
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MOTIONS 
DECEMBER 2, 19 9 7 

VOLUME 45 
I'm saying to the Court at this time, given the 

results, the final results of Judy Floyd, there is no other 

testing that I intend to have Judy Floyd do in this case. 

THE COURT: All right. Anything else, 

Mr. Johnson? 

MR. JOHNSON: Well, Your Honor, I think the 

record will speak for itself as to what was represented to the 

Court yesterday as to further testing with another facility, 

and I certainly apologize to the Court and Mr. Davis if I 

misheard what was said, but it was -- it was certainly my 

impression that the representation to the Court was, was that 

there was going to be no further testing. 

Clearly, clearly, when the Court made its ruling 

yesterday, I don't think the Court was contemplating there 

being any further testing, was there, Judge? 

Did you have any — any indication from the 

State that they were actually doing further testing when you 

made your ruling yesterday? 

THE COURT: I'll go ahead and let the record 

reflect how I made my ruling from yesterday. 

MR. JOHNSON: Okay. Well, again, we'll re-urge 

our motion for continuance. 

THE COURT: The Court having heard your motion 

for continuance re-urged, and again, reviewing the fact that 

the previous tests were completed on November the 3rd; that 

DONNA HILL-WYNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214-653-5923 
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MOTIONS 
DECEMBER 2, 19 97 

VOLUME 45 
you acknowledge having received the report on November 11th; 

that the request had been made first yesterday and then today, 

that being December 1st and 2nd, I deny your motion for 

continuance. 

At this time the Court intends to place in the 

record, i or record purposes, Court's Exhibit Number 2. 

THE COURT: Donna, go off the record. 

(Court's Exhibit No. 2 

was marked for identification purposes.) 

(Off-the-record bench conference was had.) 

THE COURT: Court's Exhibit Number 2 is 

avai. Lable ; for both sides to look at. This will not be 

publ Lshed to the jury. The Court has placed it in the record. 

MR. JOHNSON: Your Honor, I would like to ---

have you seen this? 

MR. DAVIS: No. (Examining document) 

MR. JOHNSON: Can we have a moment to review 

this , Your Honor? 

THE COURT: Certainly. 

MR. JOHNSON: Your Honor, may I inquire of the 

Court as to Court 's Exhibit Number 2? 

THE COURT: I guess. 

MR. JOHNSON: Your Honor, it appears to me that 

this was received 

THE 

by the Court via fax; is that correct? 

COURT: That's correct. 

DONNA HILL-WYNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214-653-5923 
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MOTIONS 
DECEMBER 2, 199 7 

VOLUME 45 
MR. JOHNSON: And the fax, it appears, the 

transmittal part of the fax would -- did it all come together, 

or did it come at different -- different places, or --

THE COURT: I -- I -- we can go off the record. 

(Off-the-record bench conference was had.) 

MR. JOHNSON: Your Honor, the Court did not have 

any of this information prior to making -- did not, at least, 

have any of these documents prior to making its decision to 

replace juror number 2 with the alternate juror, did it? 

THE COURT: No. The documents were received 

this morning. 

MR. JOHNSON: The documents were received this 

morning? And this morning is December the 2nd, 1997, so these 

documents were actually received after the Court had already 

made its decision to replace juror number 2 with the 

alternate. 

THE COURT: Right. The documents, as I placed 

in the record yesterday, I received the information by phone 

and instructed them to send me documentary evidence 

thereafter. 

MR. JOHNSON: Okay. Had -- had the Court been 

able -- had the Court talked to a doctor about the condition 

of Miss Downey prior to making its decision? 

THE COURT: The record will reflect what the 

information was that the Court had yesterday. 

DONNA HILL-WYNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214-653-5923 
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MOTIONS 
DECEMBER 2, 1997 

VOLUME 45 
MR. JOHNSON: And, so, in fact, the answer to 

that is, no, you have not talked to any medical personnel to 

make an evaluation of the juror prior to making your decision 

to replace Mrs. Downey. 

THE COURT: All right. We're off the record at 

this point, Donna. 

(Off-the-record bench conference was had.) 

THE COURT: On the record. 

Mr. Johnson, the procedures in a court in the 

State of Texas are that you may question the witnesses, and 

I'm not your witness, so if you have an objection to the 

Court's document, please state it on the record. Otherwise, 

we're going to rule on the motion to suppress and bring in the 

jury. 

MR. JOHNSON: And it is the Court's position 

that they've just told me that they will not answer questions 

of this attorney regarding this issue. 

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Johnson, I will now 

rule on the motion to suppress. 

Do you have any argument on the motion to 

suppress that was left over regarding the blood and hair 

samples yesterday? 

MR. JOHNSON: Just, — if I may just finish. 

Your Honor, I have no objection to this for 

record purposes, this Court's document Number 2, but, 
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DECEMBER 2, 1997 

VOLUME 45 
Your Honor, I will tell the Court that we continue to object 

to the jury as it's impaneled. We continue to object to juror 

number 2 being excused without a hearing. 

And, Your Honor, as to the motions to suppress, 

just so the record's clear, Your Honor, we object to all the 

evidence that we have asked to have suppressed by our motion 

to suppress. Each -- each motion to suppress. 

We make those objections based on the Fourth 

Amendment of the U.S. Constitution; Article I, Section 9, of 

the Texas Constitution; and the Texas Code of Criminal 

Procedure, Articles 1.06, 14.01, 14.06, 15.01 through 15.17. 

16.01 through 16.21, 18.01 through 18.21, and 38.23. 

We cite each of those provisions in each motion 

to suppress on each issue of each -- each search, and we again 

re-urge our motions to suppress in all matters. 

THE COURT: Anything from the State? 

MR. DAVIS: No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. 

MR. BRAUCHLE: Your Honor, also in regard to the 

issue of standing, we would contend that a person named in an 

evidentiary search warrant, such as the search warrants that 

the Court has before us, has automatic standing in that 

regard, in that if they are named in the warrant, that they 

have standing to contest items taken under the warrant in 

which they are named. 
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MOTIONS 
DECEMBER 2, 1997 

VOLUME 45 
We would further ask that the Court suppress all 

items seized under each of these warrants that are not named 

specifically in those warrants, in that as the Court is aware, 

these warrants were issued under 18.02, Section 10. They each 

ask for specific items. 

In many of the returns, more items than were 

named in the warrants were seized. We would ask that the 

Court suppress the items that are not named in the specific 

warrants because, obviously, the executing officers exceeded 

the bounds and the authority of the -- the search warrants. 

We would state that when the provisions of 18.01 

and 18.02 are not followed, that the defendant's only recourse 

is to have those items suppressed, and we would ask that the 

Court suppress the items that are in the returns of each of 

those. 

(Fire alarm went off.) 

THE COURT: Duey, let's do this for a moment. 

Would you put the defendant back until we find out what's 

going on? 

(Recess taken) 

(Court reconvened; jury not present.) 

THE COURT: All right. Back on the record, 

still outside the presence of the jury. 

I was hanging on to your final few statements, 

Mr. Brauchle. 
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MR. BRAUCHLE: Where was I? 

THE COURT: The search warrants were your last 

three words. The executing officers exceeded the bounds of 

the authority of the search warrants. We would State that 

when the provisions of 18.01 and 18.02 were not followed, the 

defendant's only recourse were to have those items suppressed. 

MR. BRAUCHLE: We would urge that the Court, in 

fact, do that in compliance with our motions to suppress 

heretofore filed and heretofore heard. 

The defendant would also state that he has shown 

standing in accordance with the case law of the State of 

Texas, at least in regard to one or more of these locations, 

and because of that, we would ask that the Court reconsider 

its ruling in regard to those warrants and to suppress the 

evidence seized thereunder. 

THE COURT: Mr. Johnson, some closing thoughts? 

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Your Honor. 

I just want to address the search warrant as to 

the -- the blood, and I do want to point out to the Court that 

we object on several grounds: The first is, is that the 

search warrant was the result of -- of three previous search 

warrants that we -- we claim were improper, illegal, and 

invalid. 

THE COURT: Well, I've reviewed your arguments 

from yesterday. Do you have anything in addition to what you 
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argued yesterday? 

MR. JOHNSON: Well, I do, Your Honor, and this 

is going to be very brief. 

THE COURT: All right. 

MR. JOHNSON: We also state that every other 

searches -- the affidavit for those searches relies on the 

statement of the informant, Adams, which was -- was never 

shown to be credible or that he'd ever given credible 

information in the past. 

Further, the affidavit fails to state any 

probable cause to allow a magistrate to decide that -- that 

they should sign a search warrant for the blood, and 

ultimately, the search warrant fails for the reasons we stated 

yesterday, and that is that it asks that the blood be obtained 

from a completely different individual, and it is done in bold 

letters and names John Wade Adams, in bold letters, and it 

clearly makes the search warrant void. 

THE COURT: Mr. Davis, anything from the State? 

MR. DAVIS: No response, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. The rulings the Court 

made yesterday in regards to the individual warrant remain the 

same. 

In regards to the three portions of the broad 

motion to suppress, remain the same, and the Court denies your 

motion to suppress in regards to the final prong of your broad 
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motion to suppress. 

We're ready. 

MR. JOHNSON: Your Honor, the final prong 

referring to the search warrant for the blood? 

THE COURT: Correct. 

MR. BRAUCHLE: Can we have a running objection 

to any items recovered under any of these searches? 

THE COURT: You may. 

Mr. Blanton, you can go ahead and come back and 

have a seat on the stand. 

Again, I'll ask you to speak loudly, clearly, 

and slowly into the microphone. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

(Jury present) 

THE COURT: You may be seated. 

Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. 

Let me say this now, in case I forget whenever 

we take our next break. Whenever we take the next break, if 

y'all would discuss in the jury room whether or not an 

hour-and-a-half is more than enough time at lunch, if we can 

cut it back to an hour, if you'll let my bailiff know, that 

will be fine. If you need an hour-and-a-half to get away and 

get something to eat, that's fine, we'll continue with that, 

but I'll go with what y'all say. 

All right, Mr. Blanton, you're still under oath. 
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I believe he's on cross-examination. Either 

Mr. Johnson or Mr. Brauchle. 

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: You may continue. 

THEREUPON, 

JERRY DON BLANTON 

was recalled as a witness by the State, having been previously 

first duly sworn by the Court, was examined and testified as 

follows: 

CROSS-EXAMINATION - CONTINUING 

BY MR. JOHNSON: 

Q. Good morning, Mr. Blanton. 

A. Good morning. 

Q. Yesterday we were talking about your mom and the fact 

that she was very giving, very caring, very religious woman. 

You recall that, don't you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you had testified that it was not unusual for her 

to take items and property, go buy things for people, and go 

out and give to people who were less fortunate than her; is 

that correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. In fact, your mother had quite a history of doing 

that, didn't she? 

A. Yes, she did. 
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Q. And it was not unusual for your mother to take 

somebody off the streets and try to help them; isn't that 

correct? 

A. She did it on occasion. 

Q. Yeah. And some of the things that she might do for 

somebody that she felt needed the help where she might take 

them and buy them clothes? 

A. Yes. 

Q. She might buy them maybe even the lawn equipment to 

help them mow yards --

A. No. 

Q. --to get work? 

A. No. 

Q. You don't think she'd do that? 

A. No. 

Q. Okay. She'd buy them clothes. 

A. She'd buy them clothes. 

Q. Okay. Let me ask you this: Would she give away — 

would she give away her property to them? 

A. No. 

Q. She would not. 

A. Just clothes and blankets that she would buy. 

Q. Okay. She wouldn't give people money? 

A. Money, yes. 

Q. All right. Would she give them -- would she give 
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them, at times, large sums of money? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You're familiar with -- with the fact that she had --

had some individuals that she had given thousands of dollars 

to? 

A. Yes, I do. 

Q. And that's -- that's just the type of person she was. 

She was willing to give her property to others; isn't that 

true? 

A. If she was convinced that they needed help. 

Q- And there was really no limit what she might give 

them if she could give it to them; isn't that true? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 

MR. JOHNSON: Pass the witness. 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. DAVIS: 

Q. Mr. Blanton, we talked yesterday about some of the 

property that was inside your mother's home, and I want to 

direct your attention specifically to the kitchen. Did you 

have an opportunity to be in your mother's kitchen while you 

were staying there with her? 

A. Yes, sir, I was. 

Q. Okay. Let me ask you whether or not your mother kept 

knives in her kitchen? 
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A. Yes, she did. 

Q. Okay. Did she keep them in drawers, or in some other 

instrument? 

A. She had a butcher block on the cabinet. 

Q. Okay. Do you remember the color of that butcher 

block, sir? 

A. It was kind of a dark color. I'd say either a dark 

brown or, you know, wood. Brown finish, or something like 

that. 

Q. Right. Did she keep the knives in there? 

A. Yes, she did. 

Q. Okay. And those would have been in her kitchen; is 

that correct? 

A. Correct. 

MR. DAVIS: No further questions, Your Honor. 

MR. JOHNSON: Just a couple more. 

RECROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY MR. JOHNSON: 

Q. Are you familiar with the fact that your mother gave 

thousands and thousands of dollars to an individual named 

Steven Blue? 

A. There is possible knowledge of that. I mean, a 

figure amount, I don't know. 

Q. Okay. It was -- you're aware that it was well over 

$10,000, aren't you? 
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A. It was a pretty substantial amount, that I know of. 

Q. And she also gave thousands of dollars to another 

individual named David Bode, or Bodie? 

A. As far as I know, David Bodie is the guy that built 

the canopy on the back of her house. That's where his money 

came from. 

Q. Okay. 

A. He did work for her. 

Q. But there have been people that she had been willing 

to give thousands of dollars to just because she felt like 

they deserved some help. 

A. That number was very few. 

Q. Okay. But it certainly did happen. 

A. Yes. 

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you. 

THE COURT: Mr. Blanton, you may step down. 

The State may call its next witness. 

MR. DAVIS: The State will call Sylvia Parsons. 

Your Honor, may this witness be allowed to stay 

in the courtroom? I don't anticipate any further testimony on 

guilt/innocence from this witness. 

MR. JOHNSON: Your Honor, we have no objections 

to him remaining in the courtroom, but we would like to have 

the rule waived to him in case there is some reason to have 

him testify again. 
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MR. DAVIS: Yes. Certainly. Thank you. 

THE COURT: All right. 

THEREUPON, 

SYLVIA PARSONS 

was called as a witness by the State, having been previously 

first duly sworn by the Court, was examined and testified as 

follows: 

THE COURT: Ma'am, if you'd have a seat up here 

on the witness stand. 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: I believe you were previously sworn 

in; is that correct? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: All right. Once you're comfortable, 

that chair doesn't move a whole lot, so once you get turned 

around, if you'll just pull that microphone toward you, I'm 

going to ask you to speak loudly, clearly, and slowly into 

that microphone. I need to make sure the jurors hear, and the 

court reporter and I hear as well, and I guess the attorneys, 

too, as well. 

Mr. Davis, you may proceed. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. DAVIS: 

Q. Ma'am, if you would please state your full name. 

A. My name is Sylvia Parsons. 
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Q. And if you would, just keep your voice up loud enough 

so that the last jurors down here can hear you, okay? 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. Miss Parsons, where do you live? 

A. I live at 862 Lexington Drive, Lancaster, Texas. 

Q. How long have you lived there? 

A. 20 years. 

Q. Are you married at this time? 

A. I'm a widow. 

Q. Are you employed? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you have other family members that live there with 

you at 862 Lexington? 

A. Yes, I do. I have my son that lives with me. 

Q. Okay. What's his name? 

A. David Benners (phonetic). 

Q. Miss Parsons, let me ask you, if you would, to look 

at the individual seated to my far left at the end of this 

other counsel table. He's wearing a gray jacket. Do you know 

who this individual is? 

A. That's Gregory Edward Williams. Excuse me. I've got 

a frog in my throat. 

Q. Gregory Edward Wright? 

A. Wright. 

Q. Do you need a glass of water? 
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A. Can I? 

Q- Sure. 

A. I've got a cold. 

MR. DAVIS: Your Honor, may the record please 

reflect this witness has identified the defendant in opei i 

court? 

THE COURT: It shall. 

BY MR. DAVIS: 

Q. Miss Parsons, would you please tell us, how did you 

come to meet Gregory Edward Wright? 

A. My brother was an associate -- was a friend of his. 

Q. And your brother's name is what? 

A. Aubrey Wayne Morris. 

Q. So you had met Mr. Wright through your brother; is 

that right? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Okay. You say that he was associated with him. In 

what way was he associated with Gregory Wright? 

A. They were both --my brother's a street person. He 

lives on the street, and him and Gregory were friends. And he 

brought him to my home and asked if he could stay two or three 

days, and I said yes, it would be all right. 

Q. All right. So did Gregory Wright actually then move 

into your house there in Lancaster? 

A. Yes, he did. 
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Q. About when would this have been? 

A. Around October of last year. 

Q. October of '96? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long did he end up staying at your house? 

A. Oh, about -- maybe about two weeks. 

Q. Did you ever know Mr. Wright by any other name, maybe 

a nickname, anything like that? 

A. Yes, sir. They all -- they always called him 

Maverick. 

Q. Maverick? 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. Okay. Is that what your brother called him? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you come to find out where Mr. Wright was from? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where was that? 

A. From Tennessee. 

Q. Did he ever receive any mail at your house? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did any of it ever come from Tennessee? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, during the time that Mr. Wright was staying at 

your home, where was he working? 

A. I didn't understand that, sir? 
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Q. While Mr. Wright was staying at your home, could you 

tell us where he was working? 

A. He wasn't working at the time. 

Q. Well, would he -- would he stay there at your house, 

then? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did he ever go out with your brother? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did Mr. Wright own a -- own a car when he got there 

to your house? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. How did he get around town, then? 

A. He walked. 

Q. Okay. How about money to spend, did you give 

Mr. Wright money, your brother, or --

A. I gave him a few dollars, that's all I gave him. 

Q. Okay. Let me ask you if you — if you ever had any 

of Mr. Wright's friends, besides -- besides certainly your 

brother, did Mr. Wright ever bring any of his other friends 

over there to your house? 

A. He brought a friend over, and he had --he had red 

hair. I can't remember his name. 

Q. Okay. Did you -- did you -- was he called by his 

given name, or by a nickname? 

A. A nickname. 
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Q. Okay. And right now you can't recall that name? 

A. I can't remember the name. 

Q. Okay. If I said Zig, or Zigzag? 

A. That -- I believe that was the name. 

Q. All right. When was it that Mr. Wright brought this 

man named Zigzag over there to your place? 

A. I can't remember exactly when he brought him over 

there, but he came over to my house in a pickup truck, and --

Q. Okay. 

A. -•- he wanted his friend -- they were together, him 

and Maverick were together, and Maverick came in to ask my son 

would he go and cash his check for him. And my son went with 

him and Zigzag, and they went to cash his check. 

Q. Okay. Now, besides this occasion where you saw 

this -- this red-headed man with Maverick, did you ever see 

the two of them together any other place? 

A. No, sir, that was the first time I'd ever seen him. 

Q. Did you ever see him after that any other place? 

A. Not that I can remember. 

Q. All right. Now, you say that Mr. Wright stayed there 

two or three weeks; is that right? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did he leave -- did he just leave, or did you ask him 

to leave? 

A. I asked him to leave. 
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Q. Now after -- after he left your house, did you ever 

have any more contact with him? 

A. He called me about two times. 

Q. And did he ever come back over to your house? 

A. Yes, sir, he did. 

Q. When was it that he came back over to your house, 

Miss Parsons? 

A. Well, the first time it was on a Monday. He picked 

up some clothes that he had left there. 

Q. All right. Now, again, what time period are we 

talking about now? 

A. In March. 

Q. March of '97 this time? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. So that was a Monday he came over and picked up some 

clothes; is that right? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did he come over by himself at that time? 

A. No, he came with that lady that had a white car, 

Donna. 

Q. Okay. Let me, if I may, --

MR. DAVIS: May I approach the witness, 

Your Honor? 

THE COURT: You may. 

BY MR. DAVIS: 
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Q. Miss Parsons, let me show you a photograph, State's 

Exhibit Number 5. Do you recognize the woman who's in this 

photograph? 

A. Yes, I recognize her. 

Q. All right. Is this the woman that you're talking 

about --

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. -- that Mr. Wright came over on the Monday, the woman 

that you knew as Donna; is that right? 

A. (Nods head.) 

Q. And I think you were just saying they came over in 

her white car? 

A. She had a white car. 

Q. And did Mr. White, in fact, pick up some of his 

clothes? 

A. Yes, sir, he did. 

Q. All right. Did Mr. Wright tell you why he wanted to 

pick up his clothes; why he wanted them out of your house? 

A. No. He just said he needed them, and I gave them 

back to him. 

Q. Now did he ever come back over to your house after 

that Monday? 

A. Yes, sir, he did. 

Q. Okay. And when would this have been? 

A. I think it was on a Thursday. 
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Q. All right. 

A. I had received a package from his mother in 

Tennessee. He called me and asked me if it was there, and I 

told him yes. And so he came by to pick it up, and that's 

when I met the lady, and she came into my home. 

Q. Okay. This time, did they come back over in her 

white car again? 

A. Yes, sir, they did. 

Q. So Mr. Wright and Miss Vick came over together. Did 

you have an opportunity to talk with Donna Vick? 

A. Oh, yes. She was a very nice lady. And she asked me 

to go to church with him and Gregory on Sunday. 

Q. Okay. Do you know about what time it was that day 

that they came over? 

A. I believe it was around 2:00 -- between 2:30 and 3:00 

in the afternoon when they came by. 

Q. How long did they stay at your house? 

A. Oh, about 45 minutes. They wasn't there very long. 

Q. Okay. Did they tell you why they had to leave, or 

what prompted them to leave? 

A. She told me that they were going to go get him some 

shoes to wear to church for Sunday, is what she told me. 

Q. Was Mr. Wright's appearance any different that day 

than it is here, his physical appearance? 

A. Oh, it's a lot different. 
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Q. Okay. Tell the members of the jury how he looked 

back on that Thursday when he came over to your house with 

Miss Vick. 

A. The day that he came to my house he had long, shaggy 

hair. He wore a shirt and blue jeans, that's what he had on 

when he came to my house. 

Q. You say they stayed there about 45 minutes. Did you 

ever see him again that day, --

A. No, sir. 

Q. -- Miss Parsons? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Let me take you to that -- that next day, Friday. 

Did you see him or talk to either one of them? 

A. No. 

Q. How about the Saturday? 

A. I didn't speak to either one of them. 

Q. Okay. You mentioned that she said something about 

church for Sunday. Did you -- did you talk with them on 

Sunday; do anything with them on Sunday? 

A. No, sir, I didn't. They never came by. I never got 

a call, and I wondered what happened, and -- because she 

didn't call. I didn't get anything from anybody. 

Q. Now I want to take you -- I want to take you now to 

the following week, okay? And I'm talking about the week 

after the Thursday when Mr. Wright came over to your house 

DONNA HILL-WYNKOOP, RMR, CRR, RPR, CSR 214-653-5923 



39 

1 

2 

43A 3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

44A 20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

DIRECT of SYLVIA PARSONS by MR. DAVIS 
DECEMBER 2, 199 7 

VOLUME 45 
with Miss Vick, okay? Did you receive a telephone call from 

Gregory Wright? 

A. I can't remember. 

Q. Okay. Have you ever gotten -- have you ever gotten a 

call from Mr. Wright since he's been in jail? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. And was that call placed to your house? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When he called you, did you know that he was in jail? 

A. He told us he was in jail. 

Q. All right. And, if you would, just tell the members 

of the jury what Mr. Wright said to you when he called you 

from jai 1, Miss Parsons. 

A. He — 

MR. JOHNSON: Your Honor, we will object . to this 

as being hearsay. 

THE COURT: Would y'all approach the bench for a 

minute? 

(Off-the-record bench conference was had.) 

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, 

I'm going to ask you to step back into the jury room for a few 

minutes. I will bring you back in in a few minutes. 

If y'all remember, you may discuss that lunch 

issue among yourselves. 

(Jury not present.) 
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THE COURT: All right. Let the record reflect 

we're outside the presence of the jury. 

At the request of the defense, we will have this 

hearing outside the presence of the jury in regards to the 

admissibility of any statements made by Mr. Wright. 

Mr. Davis, you may continue. 

MR. DAVIS: Yes. 

VOIR DIRE EXAMINATION 

BY MR. DAVIS: 

Q. Miss Parsons, would you tell the Court what 

Mr. Wright asked you to do, if anything? 

A. He asked me would I go and pick up his clothes, 

and --

Q. Did he tell you where to go to, to pick them up? 

A. In that shack over there behind K-Marts. 

Q. And did you know which place he was talking about? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. So he asked you to go over there to that shack and to 

pick up the clothes that he had inside the shack; is that 

right? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did he say anything else to you? 

A. No, sir. 

MR. DAVIS: Well, Your Honor, that would be 

the -- the evidence that I'd put before this jury, and I would 
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argue that it is certainly a statement against his interest, 

since as we discussed in the motions yesterday, we intend to 

offer blue jeans and other evidence found in that shack that 

will connect this defendant to the crime, in particularly, 

clothing that has the deceased's blood on it, and, so we would 

argue that what the defendant's trying to do, is certainly to 

have this witness go to take evidence away so that it cannot 

be used against him in this case. 

THE COURT: Mr. Johnson, do you have any 

questions of the witness, or do you have simply a response? 

Obviously, --

MR. JOHNSON: I just have a response, I mean, if 

that's all the testimony that they're --

THE COURT: Fine. 

MR. JOHNSON: Your Honor, if somebody's in jail 

and if they call somebody to go take care of their property, 

I -- I don't think that there's anything unusual about that, 

and it certainly doesn't mean that it's incriminating, and we 

would argue that it's irrelevant. 

And it's a -- it's a hearsay statement that's 

inadmissible under -- under the rule. 

MR. DAVIS: In addition, I would also state to 

the Court, it's certainly against his interest since, 

Your Honor, one argument that we'll be making is that that 

shack where all that property was found, was, in fact, his 
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shack and his property. And, so, this again would tie this 

defendant to both that shack and to the property found inside 

that shack. 

So from that standpoint, also, it's a statement 

against his interest in this case. 

MR. JOHNSON: Well, Judge, it almost sounds to 

me like the State's admitting standing to the search. They 

can't have it both ways, Judge. 

This is also a statement, Your Honor, I'd point 

out, that was made while the defendant was in custody. 

MR. DAVIS: Well, I think certainly not in 

custodial interrogation, unless Miss Parsons is some special 

agent of an unknown police agency none of us are aware of, 

so, ... 

MR. JOHNSON: Your Honor, can I ask this witness 

a question on this point? 

THE COURT: You may. 

MR. JOHNSON: Okay. 

VOIR DIRE EXAMINATION 

BY MR. JOHNSON: 

Q. Ma'am, is that all he said to you, was to just go get 

his stuff? 

A. That's all he asked me to do. 

Q. Did you assume just to take care of it for him? 

A. He just asked me to pick up his clothes. 
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